
1 
 

Hollywood Vs. The End Times 
Week 2: God’s Plan 

 
Remind people what we are doing. Remember, some of your 
people missed last week, and they have no idea what is 
happening! Maybe being by asking some review questions: 
 
Q – Will someone sum up what we discussed last week? 
Q - Why are people so drawn to stories about the End Times? 
Q - Why are so many people confused about God’s plan for the future? 
Q - Why is Hollywood so often a poor communicator of important truths? 
 
Q – What do you think if the most misunderstood element of what the 
Bible teaches about THE LAST DAYS? 
{There will be lots of different answers. Good!} 
 
In today’s video, Matthew Sink and Ryan McGowan will discuss an 
important thing that Hollywood movie-makers often forget – that God has 
a plan for this world, and His ultimate will will be accomplished . . . no 
matter what.  

 
Watch DVD Lesson #2 – it focuses on how Hollywood treats the notion 
of God’s plan for the future. Why do so many movies pit people vs. God . . . 
and imagine people winning? 
 
NOTE: Feel free to hit PAUSE and discuss at any point during the video. 

 
Q – Let’s start by just chatting. Will you share thoughts/observations from 
video? 
Q – Other than the examples that Ryan and Matthew shared, can you think 
of other movies where people have to work together to save the planet from 
Armageddon?  
Q – As Christian, why is it so important to know that God has a plan for this 
Earth?  
Q – Why do you think it is so hard for people who are not Christians to 
believe God’s plan? 

 
God does not tell us all of the minute details about the End Times in 
Scripture, but He does tell us more than we often embrace. Let’s read 
through one of the most detailed chapters in the New Testament pertaining 
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to the Last Days. Turn to Matthew 24. This chapter begins with Jesus’ 
disciples coming to Him with a question: tell us about the “Last Days”. 
(They were just as curious as we are!). Look at Jesus’ response. As we 
read it, let’s list some things from this chapter that are 
misrepresented or ignored by Hollywood (i.e. our culture): 

Matthew 24: 3-14 - As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this 
happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 
age?” 

4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will 
come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not 
alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of 
birth pains. 

9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you 
will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn 
away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false 
prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase 
of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands 
firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 
end will come. 

Matthew 24: 29-30 - “Immediately after the distress of those days 

“‘the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from the sky, 
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 

30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the 
peoples of the earth[c] will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 31 And he will send his 
angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23988c
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Matthew 24: 36-44 - “But about that day or hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in 
the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the 
days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew 
nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all 
away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men 
will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will 
be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 
what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, 
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

[Make a list together of things of things from this chapter that 
are misrepresented or ignored by Hollywood (i.e. our culture)] 

 
Q – Last week we said that one of the reasons that God goes into so much 
detail about the Last Days is so that we will be ready. Mike Wilkins wrote: 
“Balanced discipleship entails both immediate and longterm readiness…” 
What does he mean? Can you think of examples that support this 
statement? 
 
If we trust that God’s ultimate plan is REALLY going to happen, it will 
definitely change the way that we live right now. Do a quick read-through of 
Matthew 25. As you read, pause and ask these questions: 
 
Q – Verses 1-13 – [Be Ready]: We are “ready” when our relationship 
with God and others are what they should be. What “if only” do you hope 
never to utter at the end of your life? (e.g. If only I would have spent more 
time with those I love, etc.) How can you go about resolving this now? 
 
Q – Verses 14-30 – [Be Productive] The parable of the talents illustrates 
how much the Lord cares about how we spend our time and abilities. How 
does this parable relate to Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 24? 
 
Q – Verses 31-46 – [Be Accountable] How do you feel you are doing in 
serving the least of 
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God’s children? What do Jesus’ words seem to indicate about the nature of 
our service to the outcast, poor, helpless or needy? 
 
Q – How does this relate to what we have discussed today? In other 
words, why does embracing God’s plan for our future have such an impact 
on how we prepare today? 
 
Q - Before we stop today, can we just verbalize the main ideas of this 
lesson? What are the things that people should carry away? 
Some biggies for me: 

 God has a plan, and it cannot be stopped or altered. 
 Since Jesus is going to return, we must be prepared. 

 Being prepared means more than HEAD KNOWLEDGE. It means using 
the time and gifts that you have to point other towards the Savior. It also 
means loving and caring for those around us. 
 

Next week’s lesson: Hollywood vs. Satan 
 


