
Hollywood Vs. The End Times 
Week 1: Introduction 

 
Begin class with these two questions:  
Q - What are some Apocalyptic movies that you have seen? Do you have a 
favorite? 
Q - Why do you think so many people are drawn to End Times stories? 

 
I encourage you to transition from the above discussion to 
introducing this new series using your own words or examples. 
Having said that, here is an idea of how you can make that 
transition: 
 
Today, we are beginning a new series that discusses some of the 
components of End Times prophesy. During Worship, Bill/Jon will be 
preaching on this subject. In Sunday School, we will look at the same 
topics from a different angle. We are going to be talking about how 
Hollywood has influenced our culture’s understanding of The Last Days. 
We have all seen movies that depict Armageddon and the Anti-Christ and 
Heaven and Hell, but how faithful are those movies to the teachings of 
Scripture? Does it matter? 
 
This week, we will introduce this and set up our direction for the next few 
Sundays. For now, let’s watch this short DVD, and be prepared to discuss 
it afterwards. 

 
Watch the DVD, Lesson #1. Note: two times during the DVD, you 
will need to hit PAUSE and allow for SHORT discussion. 

 
After you turn off the DVD, allow the group to spend a few minutes sharing 
their thoughts about what they just saw. Here are some questions that can 
guide discussion. Use any of these, or add your own. 
Q – Let’s start by just chatting. Will you share thoughts/observations from 
video? 
Q – Do you agree with Matthew’s assessment of how Hollywood impacts 
our thinking? Why or why not? 
Q - What do you think Matthew meant when he said that we have a sense of 
inevitability about the future? Do you agree? 
Q - Why do you think that God spends so much time in Scripture talking 
about the “Last Days” 



 
Have someone read James 3: 13-17: 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their 
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast about it or deny the truth.  
15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic.  
16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 
disorder and every evil practice. 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere. 

 
Q - In this passage, James identifies two different types of “wisdom”. Can 
you identify them?  
(One is “earthly wisdom” – i.e. the wisdom of this world. The other is Godly 
wisdom). Does it surprise you that James calls this world’s way of thinking 
“wisdom”? To be sure, he uses the term in a tongue-in-cheek way, almost. 
But his point is clear: this world has a way of thinking; a way of processing 
right and wrong, and it is starkly opposite to God’s way. 
 
Q - List the characteristics of earthly wisdom? (earthly; unspiritual; 
demonic). Give a quick definition of those terms. James pulls no punches! 
That pretty much sums it how our culture thinks! Earth-bound and 
unspiritual! We celebrate us, and barely tip our cap to our Creator. 
Q – So what does that have to do with what Matthew was saying on the 
DVD a moment ago? (Or, if you need to ask another way, “In light of this 
passage, why is it is so dangerous to allow Hollywood to guide our 
thinking?” 
Q - Outside of chunking our televisions out the window, (which most of us 
will not do), what can we do to counteract the “lessons” that Hollywood 
teaches? 
 
John tells us how we should approach everything that we hear about God, 
whether it comes from the pulpit or from the television screen. Turn in your 
Bibles to 1 John chapter 4. Will someone read Verses 1-6?  
 
1 John 4: 1-6 - Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 



have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not 
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is 
coming and even now is already in the world. 
 
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the 
one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are 
from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and 
the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God 
listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how 
we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 
 
Q – Can someone sum up what John is saying in these verses? 
John teaches us the importance of knowing the truth. He says, “My dear 
friends, don’t believe everything you hear. Carefully weigh and examine 
what people tell you.” 
 
 Not everyone who talks about God comes from God. There are a lot of false 
teachers loose in the world. So we have to test what we hear to see if it is 
genuine.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: There’s a story of a young American engineer who was 
sent to Ireland by his company. It was a two-year assignment. He had 
accepted it because it would enable him to earn enough to marry his long-
time girlfriend. She had a job near her home in Tennessee. Their plan was 
to put their money together and put a down payment on a house when he 
returned. They wrote often, but as the lonely weeks went by, the girlfriend 
began expressing doubts about his being true, exposed as he was to the 
beautiful Irish lasses. 
 
The young engineer wrote back. He declared with some passion that he was 
paying absolutely no attention to the local girls. “I admit,” he wrote, “that 
sometimes I’m tempted. But I fight it. I’m keeping myself for you.” In the 
next mail, the engineer received a package. It contained a note from his girl 
and a harmonica. “I’m sending this to you,” she wrote, “so you can learn to 
play it and have something to take your mind off those girls.” 
 
The engineer replied, “Thanks for the harmonica. I’m practicing on it every 
night and thinking of you.” At the end of the two years, the engineer was 



transferred back to company headquarters. He took the first plane to 
Tennessee to be reunited with his girl. Her whole family was with her, but 
as he rushed forward to embrace her, she held up a restraining hand and 
said sternly, “Just hold on there a minute, Billy Bob. Before any serious 
kissin’ and huggin’ gets started here, let me hear you play that harmonica!” 
 
John says that we need to TEST everything that we hear, and he gives us 
THREE TESTS.  
 
Q – Can you identify the three tests? 
 
First, the main test: what does this teaching say about Jesus? Does it 
honor Him? Does it acknowledge that He is God, come in the flesh? Or does 
it minimize His authority and person? Think about the movie clips that we 
just watched. How would these movies treat Jesus Christ? Both clips 
minimize the authority of God the Father, and I think we could safely guess 
that they would disrespect His Son, also. Therefore, we know that these 
teachings are dangerous.  
 
Second, does this teaching speak from the viewpoint of “the world”. Going 
back to James, this means is this teaching earth-bound and “unspiritual”. 
In other words, does it glorify us instead of God? If so, this is not a Godly 
teaching. 
 
Finally, does the teaching mesh with Scripture? (verse 6 - . . . whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us) Remember, we don’t have anything 
worthwhile for others to hear, unless what we say comes from Scripture. 
John is saying that worldly wisdom does not mesh with Scripture. 
 
Q – What did John mean when he said, “. . . the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and 
therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to 
them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us. . .” 
{Remember, those who know Christ as Savior have the Holy Spirit living 
inside of them. If we will surrender ourselves to His leaving, the Holy Spirit 
guides us to truth. But those without the Holy Spirit follow the leading of 
the world, and as we saw earlier, the world leads in unhealthy directions.} 
 
 Q - Before we stop today, can we just verbalize the main ideas of this 

lesson? What are the things that people should carry away? 



 Next week’s lesson: Hollywood vs. God’s Perfect Plan 

  


